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Should solar farms be subsidy-free?

2.10.14 Solar farms can be built quickly and,coupled with consistent reductions in the cost of materials and
improvements in the efficiency of panels [footnote 82],large-scale solar is now viable in some cases to deploy
subsidy-free.

Can solar power help decarbonise the UK energy sector?

Co-written by Matthew Fox and Toby Y eates of Pinsent Masons. The central role envisaged for solar power
generation in supporting the decarbonisation of the UK energy sector is reflected in a draft revised planning
policy designed to shape decision making on major renewable energy projects.

Are solar farms covered by a national policy statement?

Although solar farms are not coveredin the existing suite of National Policy Statements,the draft National
Policy Statement for renewable energy infrastructure covers solar farms at the scale of nationally significant
infrastructure. The draft National Policy Statements are currently undergoing Parliamentary scrutiny.

What isalarge scale solar PV installation called?

Large scale solar PV installations are known as solar farms. Planning is a devolved matter. The main focus of
this briefing is on planning in England. The joint briefing paper Comparison of the planning systems in the
four UK countries: 2016 update provides information about planning and consenting regimes in the other UK
countries.1

Do LPAs approve small-scale solar farms?

LPAs in England will decide applications for smaller-scale solar farmsin line with their local plan and the
national planning policies. Government guidance advises LPAS to approve renewable energy developments
whose "impacts are (or can be made) acceptable”.

Are solar farms a‘critical national priority'?

The Secretary of State will decide applications for large-scale solar farms in line with energy national policy
statements. These were updated in January 2024. They now state that the development of low-carbon
infrastructure,such as solar farms,is a 'critical national priority".

It will be the largest subsidy-free solar investment fund in the UK, managed by NextEnergy Capital (NEC) a
global leader in the solar infrastructure sector. Once the fund is...

Current rules that require businesses to apply for planning permission if solar panels will generate more than
one megawatt of electricity will also be scrapped, meaning organisations will be...
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and other commercially competitive forms of power generation - contributing to large-scale solar becoming
cost competitive with wind energy and cheaper than new build coal and gas4. The ...

The "Post-Subsidy" phase of development began in September 2017 and there's been no looking back since...
This report tracks the new solar sites being scoped and planned which have reached atotal planned capacity of

more than 85GW ...

The government adjusted the power generation subsidy to the user subsidy. ... Kunshan issued the new policy
in 2022 to promote the large-scale ... the electricity generation from solar power ...

The solar parks provide suitable developed land with all clearances, transmission system, water access, road
connectivity, communication network, etc. The scheme facilitates and speed up ...

The fund is recognised as the first subsidy-free private solar investment fund in the UK, says NEC, and has an
expected generation capacity of approximately 2GW of power ...

The Renewables Obligation has more recently been used as a financia subsidy for large scale solar panel
installations. The Renewables Obligation provides incentives for large-scale ...
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